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the world can look like, and I believe will
look like, unless we all retreat. It’s not worth
it, you know. And my point is, it's working.

Mr. Temko. Good. Thank you very much.
And thank you for taking so much time.

NoOTE: The interview was taped at 9:45 a.m. at
the Villa Taverna. In his remarks, the President
referred to Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq;
Prime Minister Vladimir Putin and President
Dmitriy A. Medvedev of Russia; King Abdallah
bin Abd al-Aziz Al Saud of Saudi Arabia; President
Mahmud Ahmadi-nejad of Iran; Chairman Kim
Jong 11 of North Korea; and Prime Minister Gor-
don Brown of the United Kingdom. This tran-
script was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on June 15. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of this interview.

Remarks to Reporters in Paris
June 15, 2008

Midwest Flooding/Father’s Day

Laura and I had the joy of worshiping here
in Paris.

My thoughts and prayers go out to those
who are suffering from the floods in our
country. I know there’s a lot of people hurt-
ing right now, and I hope they’re able to find
some strength in knowing that there is love
from a higher being.

I also want to wish all the fathers in Amer-
ica happy Father’s Day. So Dad, if you're
listening, happy Father’s Day.

Thank you all.

NoTE: The President spoke at 12:13 p.m. at the
American Cathedral of the Holy Trinity.

The President’s News Conference
With Prime Minister Gordon Brown
of the United Kingdom in London,
England

June 16, 2008

Prime Minister Brown. I'm delighted to
welcome President Bush and the First Lady
back to London. And his visit today is an op-
portunity to celebrate the historic partner-
ship of shared purpose that unites the United
Kingdom and the United States of America.
We both share a great love of history and
about how we have forged the ideas of de-
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mocracy and liberty over centuries. And the
special partnership that President Bush and
I both agree today is a partnership not just
of governments but of peoples, is driven for-
ward not simply by mutual interests but by
our shared values. Both countries founded
upon liberty, our histories forged through de-
mocracy. Our shared values expressed by a
commitment to opportunity for all, putting
into practice what Churchill called the joint
inheritance of the English-speaking world.

So let me thank President Bush for being
a true friend of Britain and for the impor-
tance he attaches to enhancing our trans-
atlantic partnership, from the work we do in
Afghanistan and Iraq to every part of the
world. And let me thank him for the stead-
fastness and the resolution that he has shown
in rooting out terrorism in all parts of the
world; in working for a Middle East peace
settlement; in bringing hope to Africa; in
working for a free trade world where, in spite
of today’s current difficulties with oil and
food prices, there is and should be a wider
and deeper prosperity in future for all.

Now, in our substantive and wide-ranging
talks last night and this morning, the Presi-
dent and I have discussed a number of cen-
tral issues. We have discussed Iran’s nuclear
ambitions. We have discussed Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, where our forces are working side
by side. We have discussed the criminal cabal
that now threatens to make a mockery of free
and fair elections in Zimbabwe. We have dis-
cussed what we can do about democracy in
Burma.

We have resolved, first of all, as we did
some years ago, that it is in the British na-
tional interest to confront the Taliban in Af-
ghanistan, or Afghanistan would come to us.
And so today Britain will announce additional
troops for Afghanistan, bringing our numbers
in Afghanistan to the highest level. And let
me thank our troops and the troops of Amer-
ica and 42 other countries who are in Afghan-
istan as I thank our forces in Iraq for their
courage and for their professionalism. And
let me acknowledge the bravery of the five
members of the 2d Paratroop Regiment,
British men who have in the last few days
sacrificed their lives for freedom.

Eighteen months ago, the Taliban boasted
that they and their paid foreign fighters



